
 

Metal Roof Comparison  

 

Metal Panel Finishes 

● SMP (Silicone-Modified Polyester) 

● Durable, affordable, and decent fade resistance.  

● Great middle-ground option for residential or commercial use. 

● PVDF (Polyvinylidene Fluoride) 
Examples of PVDF resin systems: Kynar 500, Hylar 5000, and Fluropon 

● Fade resistance: Holds color and gloss much longer than polyester or SMP 

coatings. 

● Chalk resistance: Doesn’t break down in UV sunlight as quickly. 

● Chemical resistance: Protects well against acid rain, pollution, and salt spray 

(why it’s preferred in coastal applications). 

● Longevity: Roofs and siding with PVDF can look good for 30+ years with minimal 

fading. 

 

Finish 
Type 

Durability Color Retention Best Use Notes 

SMP 20–30 yrs Good fade & chalk 
resistance 

Ag buildings, 
residential 
siding/roofs, garages 

Mid-tier finish; balance 
of cost & performance 

PVDF 30–50 yrs Excellent fade 
resistance, keeps 
gloss 

High-end residential, 
commercial, coastal 

Premium finish; best for 
longevity & vibrant 
colors 

 

 

Regular Metal (Ag Panel) Standing Seam Metal 

Exposed Fasteners Concealed Fasteners – very clean look 

Ribs spaced 9” o/c; ¾” rib height Ribs spaced approx. 16” o/c; 1½” rib height 

28 gauge 24 gauge 

SMP Finish PVDF Finish 


